 CONFIDENCE IN GOD

Text: Psalm 119:113-120
Readings: 2 Cor 6:14-7:1; Psalm 37
Theme: Opposition from evildoers prompted this man to trust in God’s word and his judgements.
Purpose: To urge you, when you face opposition, to put your confidence in God and his judgments.


Introduction to reading:
This psalm is an acrostic poem, which means that it is arranged according to the Hebrew alphabet. 
This section of the psalm has the heading Samekh, which is the name of a Hebrew letter. The first word of each of these verses begins with this letter. There are fewer words in Hebrew that begin with this letter so this section contains more uncommon Hebrew words.


Read: Psalm 119:113-120

All through the history of the world believers in God have faced opposition from unbelievers. Old Testament believers experienced this, people such as Moses, David, Elijah and Jeremiah.
New Testament believers had the same, people such as Stephen, Paul and John. 
During the Protestant Reformation Christians were severely persecuted, and there is much persecution going on in the world today. Even in New Zealand, where life is comparatively calm for Christians, we can still face opposition.

The opening verse of this section of Psalm 119 draws a contrast between believers and unbelievers. The psalmist wrote; “I hate double-minded men, but I love your law.” The “double-minded men” are those who claim to serve God but actually reject him; they are hypocrites, saying one thing but doing another. 

In the following verses he describes unbelievers as evildoers (115), as disobedient and deceitful (118) and as the wicked (119). These people were opposing him. 

In this situation he expressed his confidence in God’s word and in his judgments. 

1. His confidence in GOD’S WORD (v 114,116,117)

a. He begins, in verse 114, by expressing his confidence in God; “You are my refuge and my shield.”

i. The word “refuge” reminds us of Psalm 46; “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble”, or, as Luther put it, “A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing.” 
Isaiah wrote; “You have been a refuge for the poor, a refuge for the needy in their distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat” (Is 25:4). God is above us, around us and underneath us - a refuge, a hiding place. We can go to him for safety. 

ii. When we are out and about, on the move, then God is our shield, our protection. In the New Testament Paul urges you to “take up the shield of faith with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one” (Eph 6:16). This shield of faith protects you wherever you go. 

iii. Anything can happen to anyone of us at any time, externally or internally. We live and move and breathe because God is our refuge and shield. He watches over us; our lives and times are in his hands; we continue to live each day because he is protecting us. This is our strong confidence – in God himself.

b. This man also put his confidence in God’s Word. 

This, of course, is the great central theme of this entire psalm and it is expressed in almost every verse of this section: he refers to God’s law, his word, his promise, his decrees and his statutes. 

In verse 113 he declares that he hates double-minded men but he loves God’s law! And in verse 114 he wrote, “I have put my hope in your word.”

Many people put their hope in their own strength, physically or mentally, or the strength of others.
Many Roman Catholics put their hope in the intercession of the Virgin Mary or that of the saints. 
Many Protestants put their hope in their own experiences of God or the Holy Spirit, or their warm spiritual feelings.

The Psalmist put his hope in God’s word, and he was not disappointed. The Reformers spoke about the sufficiency of Scripture, which means that the Bible gives us all we need to know for doctrine and life; it gives us sufficient information about what to believe and how to live. This is why you can put your hope in God’s word.

In verse 115 the writer expressed his desire to keep the commands of his God! In order to do that, he said, “Away from me you evildoers!”

There is a tension here.
On the one hand Christians need to live in the world and to build relationships with non-Christians in order to witness to them.
On the other hand we don’t want to become so close to unbelievers that they keep us from obeying God’s commands. This is the concern expressed here. Unbelievers can have a corrupting and compromising effect on us. 

Sometimes serious viruses spread through a people group; some of these are highly contagious and can cause death. Those in such areas want to protect themselves from those who may have this disease. 

In the same way you need to protect yourself against the infection of those who are evildoers. If people are hindering you from keeping God’s commands then you need to send them away; send them out of your house, or avoid their company. 

c. You can put your confidence in God, in his word, and in his promise (v 116-117).

Verse 116; “Sustain me according to your promise.” 
The Hebrew word at the beginning of this verse is Samakh which sounds very similar to the Hebrew letter Samekh, which begins each word of each new line of this section. Samakh means sustain or uphold. 
It is like a father holding the hand of his little daughter as they are walking over rough ground, upholding her so she will not fall.

The same Hebrew word is used in Psalm 37:17, “the power of the wicked will be broken, but the Lord upholds the righteous”; and again in verses 23-24, “If the Lord delights in a man’s way, he makes his steps firm; thought he stumble, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand.” 

All of us need to pray this prayer, “Sustain me...Uphold me....” We are all aware of our own weakness, we know how sinful we are, how “prone to halt and stumble” (SttL 448:7), how easily we can give way to temptation. We need the grace and goodness of God each day to sustain us in life, health, strength and in faith.

We need to keep our hope in God; ““Sustain me according to your promise, and I will live; do not let my hopes be dashed” (v 116b). 

When you put your hope in the promises of God then you have a firm and sure hope, one that is “an anchor for the soul” (Heb 6:18).

In verse 117 he continues to look to God’s promise; “Uphold me and I will be delivered.” 

Pray that God will deliver you from Satan, from temptation and sin, from evil, from pride, from giving in and giving up. 

In Psalm 94:18-19 we read,
“When I said, ‘My foot is slipping’, 
Your love, O Lord, supported me.
When anxiety was great within me,
Your consolation brought joy to my soul.”

When you pray to God, through the Lord Jesus, he will deliver you. Charles Bridges expresses this well; “And thus held up by the same faithful intercession of my powerful friend... I too... shall be safe – safe from an ensnaring world, safe from a treacherous heart, safe in life, safe in death, safe in eternity.” 

2. The psalmist expressed his confidence in God, his word and his promise, and secondly, he expressed his confidence in GOD’S JUDGMENT (v 118-119). 

As we noted this man was in a situation of much conflict. He recognised the striking contrast between his position and that of the evildoers around him. They were double-minded men but he loved God’s law (113); they were evildoers while he kept the commands of his God (115). 

a. In verse 118 he expressed his conviction that God would judge all those who did evil; “You reject all who stray from your decrees, for their deceitfulness is in vain.”

Sadly many in our world today stray from God’s decrees. They ignore his commands and disobey his laws. Unbelievers turn away from God’s law because they are sinful by nature and are rebels against God. They choose the broad, easy road that leads to destruction rather than the narrow road that leads to life. 

Maybe this describes you? If you persist down this path eventually God will reject you along with all who do evil. 

The psalmist observes that “their deceitfulness is vain”. They deceive themselves and the truth is not in them. 

The path the unbeliever follows seems right to him but in the end it leads to death. “The wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23). The wicked “are like the chaff that the wind blows away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous” (Ps 1:5). 
One day the delusions of unbelievers will be shown up for what they are, that is, lies; their arguments and their defence of their position will be shown to be false, lies, empty and useless.

To deceive ourselves is a danger for all of us. Earlier the psalmist prayed, “Keep me from deceitful ways” (v 29). We need to pray that as well. It is all too easy to fool ourselves. 

b. in verse 119 he wrote, “All the wicked of the earth you discard like dross...”

Dross is the first Hebrew word of this sentence and again it begins with the letter samekh. 
It is very similar in sound to the word translated as “stray” in the previous verse; those who stray are like dross. 
Dross, or slag, is the scum removed from molten ore or metal; it refers to the impurities of the metal. 
This is what God does with those who stray from his decrees, the wicked of the earth – he removes them as impurities. 

Often we don’t see this; to us, and many other believers, it seems as though the wicked stay around for a very long time causing all sorts of grief and trouble for the church! This was the problem David reflected on in Psalm 37. 

It is true that God “executes his judgments by little and little” as Calvin put it. God is patient with unbelievers, not wanting anyone to perish but all to come to repentance. God often postpones his judgements, he delays his wrath, he does not judge the wicked as quickly as we would expect. 

That happened in the time of the Reformation. God allowed the Roman Catholics to carry out a terrible massacre of 20,000 French Protestants, men, women and children on St Bartholomew’s Day in 1572.
In the Netherlands God allowed the Roman Catholic King of Spain, Phillip II, to remain in power persecuting and putting to death an estimated 100,000 Dutch Protestants over a period of 7 years (1567-1573) under the leadership of the army general, the Duke of Alba. 

But eventually, in his good time, God removes the wicked, discarding them like the slag on molten metal. God has been doing that all through history, removing evil rulers and corrupt officials and the persecutors of the church. 

One day, God will send his Son, Jesus Christ, who will come for the second time, and Jesus will be the Judge of all men and women. All who have ever lived will be called to stand before his throne of judgement to account for their attitude to him and how they have lived. 

To some, those on his right, Jesus will say, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father, take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world” (Matt 25:34).

To others, those on his left, Jesus will say, “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels... Then they will go away to eternal punishment.” (Matt 25:41,46)
Are you prepared for that day? Are you ready for this final judgement? Do you trsut in the saving work of Jesus for you?

As the psalmist reflected on God’s judgment he wrote, “My flesh trembles in fear of you, I stand in awe of your laws.” 

The word translated as “trembles” means to be seized with fear so that your hairs stand on end! There is very little of this sort of response in the church today. Instead, many Christians are very casual about God, easy-going, chummy. 

We need more fear of the Lord in our lives and worship, more recognition of God’s majesty, more respect for his laws, more awe at his holiness, more trembling in anticipation of the judgment to come!

This fear of the Lord does not diminish our great love for him. We know that the Judge who is coming is also the Saviour of all who believe in him. Jesus will come as our Lord and our Saviour, as our Judge and Redeemer, as our awesome God and as our Good Shepherd. 

If you believe in the Lord Jesus you can have confidence in his word and his many promises, and you can have confidence in his just and righteous judgments, now and at the final judgment to come.

Amen 


